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BASICS 2

SHARING LIFE
• How have you experienced God this week? 
• Do you need any help from God in your life?

 ▶ Pray together: Thank God for experiences, ask for God‘s help.

REVIEW
• How did you go deeper with the story of creation?
• Could you tell anyone about your experiences with God last week? 
• How did they respond? How are the people that you are caring for doing? 

What would help them most?
• Did you get a chance to share a God experience with someone? Did you 

pray for someone?

 ▶ Pray together, that you may get to know new aspects of God and that your 
friendship with God would be strengthened and become deeper.

BIBLE STUDY – GENESIS 3
• Read the text quietly
• Read the text out loud
• Retell the text (from memory – closed Bibles)
• Contributions from the group to complement

General questions:
 » Is there anything that struck you in this text?

◊ What do you like about it?BA
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◊ Is there anything in it that bothers you?
 » What does it say about God?
 » What does it say about humans?

Specific questions (see commentary)
• What do you think the relationship between God and 

humans was like  before they ate from the tree of 
knowledge?

• What do you think the relationship between man and woman was like  
before they ate from the tree of knowledge?

• How did the relationship between man and woman change?
• How did the relationship between humans and God change?
• Did God lie when he said that they would die, if they ate from the tree of 

knowledge?
• Where did the clothes God made for them come from? 

Applying the text
• If what we‘ve read is true, how will it change: 

 » my image of God?
 » my behavior towards people, animals, nature?
 » my way of life?

CHALLENGES
• Every night, write down an incident that illustrates the consequences of 

today‘s story. 
• Where do I have an opportunity in the next week to share my experiences 

with God with someone and invite them to start a friendship with God?

BASICS 2

Sharing personal 
issues should 

not take up more 
than 1/3 of the 

evening. 

Split groups of 
more than seven.
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COMMENTARY ON THE TEXT:
Genesis 3
Before we get into the tragedy of this chapter, let‘s take a look at an import-
ant point in the story. Adam and Eve heard God walking in the garden. They 
immediately knew that it was God who was approaching. It did not seem 
to be extraordinary that God walked in the garden with them and that they 
spoke together. The relationship between humans and God must have been 
straightforward and wonderful. How dramatically did that change when 
Adam and Eve suddenly had to choose between the snake and God. The 
snake advised them to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
But after eating from it, they had an even bigger problem. They knew that 
God would come to them in the garden that evening. What should they do? 
The man decided to blame the woman and the woman decided to blame the 
snake. That was the beginning of individualism and egotism. They started to 
think of themselves as individuals instead of as a unit of man and woman. 
They stared to distance themselves from each other. That‘s why they made 
clothes from leaves. This just reflected what had already happened in their 
hearts. They drew a line between themselves, to protect themselves from 
each other and they both hid themselves from God too. Humans had only 
known goodness and lived in a wonderful relationship with God and with 
each other. By eating the forbidden fruit, they discovered evil and its conse-
quences. In due course humans were driven out of the garden and thus out of 
God‘s presence. The snake‘s advice was not completely wrong. They did not 
die immediately, but were severed from God, the source of life, and therefore 
became mortal. Sadly, from that point onwards, not only humans, but the 
whole of creation fell under the influence of death, therefore some animals 
had to die to provide humans with clothes. Through that single action of hu-
man opposition towards God, all relationships were marred. The relationship 
to God was marred, the relationship between humans was marred and the 
relationship of humans towards nature and animals was marred.
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YOUR NOTES


